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The History of Native American Heritage Month

On Dec. 14, 1915, Red Fox James, a Blackfeet Indian, presented at 
the White House endorsements from 24 state governments for a 
day to honor Indians. But the federal government didn’t take action 
until 1983, when President Ronald Reagan proclaimed May 13 as 
American Indian Day. In 1990, President George H.W. Bush signed 
a joint congressional resolution designating November as National 
American Indian Heritage Month. It is now called National Native 
American Heritage Month.



Did you know?



❏ Historians believe between 10 -12 m illion Ind ige nous pe op le  live d  north 
of the  Rio Grande  (North Am e rica) p rior to 1492.

❏ The re  are  573 fe de rally re cognize d  tribe s. Approxim ate ly 229 of the se  
e thnically, culturally and  linguistically d ive rse  nations are  locate d  in 
Alaska; the  othe r fe de rally re cognize d  tribe s are  locate d  in 35 othe r 
s ta te s . Add itionally, the re  are  s ta te  re cognize d  tribe s locate d  
throughout the  Unite d  State s re cognize d  by the ir re spe ctive  sta te  
gove rnm e nts.

❏ Today, the re  are  ne arly 6 .79 m illion Native  Am e ricans in the  US. 



❏ There are 139 students in SRVUSD who identify as Native or 
Ind ige nous. 

❏ The  Muse um  of the  San Ram on Valle y has a  California’s  First Pe op le : 
Ind ian Life  Program  with in-pe rson e xhib its  and  le arning  re source s. 
The y have  transitione d  the ir conte nt to be  availab le  virtually during  
COVID. Che ck the m  out!





Presenter
Presentation Notes
This month’s learning program includes a wide range of experiences from podcasts to youtube clips to trending twitter hashtags to the Ancestral Voices project from the Library of Congress. These experiences are designed to highlight the many contributions of Indigenous communities past and present. 
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